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 Draft Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy 
consultation 

 

This document forms part of the consultation on the draft Sectoral Marine Plan for 
Offshore Wind Energy.  The draft plan is accompanied by many supporting 
assessments under a Sustainability Appraisal.  These documents are all available 
online at:   

https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/draft-sectoral-marine-plan-for-offshore-wind/  

 

They can also be found individually at the links below: 

Draft Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy 
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603747 

 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report 
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603761 

 

Social and Economic Impact Assessment 
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603792 

 

Strategic Habitat Regulations Appraisal (HRA): Screening and Appropriate 
Assessment Information Report 
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603754 

 

Regional Locational Guidance 
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603778 

 

Sustainability Appraisal 
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603785 
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EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT RECORD 
 
 
Title of policy/ practice/ 
strategy/ legislation 
etc.  

Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy 

Minister Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands 
Minister for Rural Affairs and Natural 
Environment 

Lead official Sophie Humphries, Marine Scotland 
 

Officials involved in the 
EQIA  

Name Team 
Wendy Geary 
Sophie Humphries 
 
 
 

Marine Planning & 
Strategy 
 

Directorate: Division: 
Team 

Marine Planning and Strategy, Marine Planning 
and Policy, Marine Scotland 
 

Is this new policy or 
revision to an existing 
policy? 

Revision to an existing policy. 
 
A Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind 
Energy (Blue Seas Green Energy) was 
published in 2011 and draft plans options for 
wind, wave and tidal development were 
identified in 2013, but never received final 
approval. This Plan covers additional areas of 
seabed not included in the 2011 Plan. 
 

 
Screening 
 
Policy Aim 
 
The Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy (“the Plan”) aims to 
identify the most sustainable plan options for the future development of 
commercial-scale offshore wind energy in Scotland (i.e. projects capable of 
generating more than 100 MW of electricity), including deep water wind 
technologies and covers Scottish inshore and offshore waters in the Scottish 
Zone. 
 
The Plan seeks to contribute to the achievement of Scottish and UK energy 
and climate change policy objectives and targets, through the provision of a 
spatial strategy to inform the process of seabed leasing for commercial 
offshore wind energy in Scottish waters, which;  
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 Minimises the potential adverse effects on other marine users, 
economic sectors and the environment resulting from further 
commercial-scale offshore wind development; and 

 Maximises opportunities for economic development, investment and 
employment in Scotland, by identifying new opportunities for 
commercial-scale offshore wind development, including deeper water 
wind technologies. 
 

This Plan has been developed to ensure consistency with the objectives and 
principles set out within Scotland’s National Marine Plan (2015) and the UK 
Marine Policy Statement.1 
 
The Plan supports the delivery of the following National Outcomes: 
 

 We realise our full economic potential with more and better 
employment opportunities for our people; 

 We value and enjoy our built and natural environment and protect it 
and enhance it for future generations; 

 We live in a Scotland that is the most attractive place for doing 
business in Europe;  

 We have a globally competitive, entrepreneurial, inclusive and 
sustainable economy; and 

 We reduce the local and global environmental impact of our 
consumption and production. 

 
Who will it affect? 
 
The continued growth of the renewable energy sector in Scotland is an 
essential feature of the future clean energy system and a potential key driver 
of economic growth.  
 
The SMP may affect a diverse range of people with an interest in the marine 
environment in Scotland’s seas. The SMP sets out a spatial framework, 
including supporting draft Regional Locational Guidance, to inform and guide 
development of offshore wind and how marine resources should be 
used/managed/located. As such, the SMP will have implications on: 
 

 The preparation of and consultation on regional marine plans by 
Regional Marine Planning Partnerships; 

 The areas of seabed which can be offered for lease by Crown Estate 
Scotland via their seabed leasing programme (“ScotWind”); 

 Any subsequent revisions of Scotland’s National Marine Plan; 
 The preparation of and consultation on Local and Strategic 

Development Plans by Local Planning Authorities; 
 The preparation of consent and marine licence applications by 

developers and the assessment of these applications by marine 
licensing authorities and other decision makers; 

                                                            
1 Department for Environmental, Food and Rural Affairs, UK Marine Policy Statement (2011). 
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 The choice of location of marine developments and activities; and 
 The requirements placed on the construction, operation and expansion 

of offshore wind energy developments. 
 
The following sectors and groups of people could be affected by the adoption 
of the SMP, including (but not limited to): 
 

 Marine activities/businesses; oil and gas, renewable energy, ports and 
harbours, aquaculture, aggregates and coastal defence; 

 Developers of licensed activities(including oil and gas, renewable 
energy, ports and harbours, aquaculture and all other licensed 
activities); 

 Activities in Scotland’s marine area that do not require licenses, or that 
have licences that do not have a spatial component to them (including 
fishing, shipping, tourism, leisure and recreational activities); 

 Marine nature conservation, coastal defence, marine heritage 
activities/conservation; 

 Coastal communities; 
 The Scottish Government (through Marine Scotland’s Planning and 

Policy and Licensing functions); 
 Local Planning Authorities; 
 The Crown Estate; 
 Crown Estate Scotland; 
 Regional Marine Planning Partnerships; and 
 The Ministry of Defence. 

 
Offshore wind development has the potential to affect the groups listed above 
in many ways. For example, there may be indirect positive impacts associated 
with reductions in flood risk and improvements to air quality and quality of life 
for coastal communities. The draft Plan will contribute to efforts to secure 
energy supply and energy cost reduction, with attendant impacts on fuel 
poverty and local energy supply for remote and rural communities, including 
island communities.  The growth of the renewable energy and supply chain 
may result in increased educational and employment opportunities. However, 
there may be negative indirect impacts associated with reduced access to 
recreational opportunities, job losses in sectors such as tourism or 
commercial fisheries or cultural heritage (due to the loss of historic 
employment sectors), impacts on families due to the need to migrate for 
employment opportunities or increased demand on local services (such as 
healthcare) due to inward migration into an area. 
 
The impacts of development within the Draft Plan Options (“DPOs”) identified 
are not uniform and impacts will vary according to local characteristics and the 
scale and nature of any offshore wind development undertaken within the 
DPOs. 
 
What might prevent the desired outcomes being achieved? 
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The planning process has sought to minimise adverse impacts on other 
economic sectors, the environment and society, in order to identify the most 
sustainable Plan Options. The extensive technical planning and stakeholder 
engagement undertaken to date has sought to ensure that the Plan is fit-for-
purpose and capable of supporting future offshore wind development. 
 
The draft Plan constitutes a strategic framework, which will be implemented 
by subsequent leasing, licensing and consenting decisions. It is not possible, 
therefore, to predict the exact level of future development within DPOs. Future 
development will also be subject to other commercial and technological 
considerations which are outwith the Plan’s sphere of influence, which may 
influence the level and scale of any further offshore wind development. 
 
It is anticipated that not all of the Plan Options included in the Final Plan will 
be developed to their full capacity and some Plan Options may not be 
developed at all. Nor is it possible to forecast what type of technology will be 
deployed within individual Plan Options. 
 
Assessment of the DPOs has been undertaken using a range of scenarios 
and negative impacts have been assessed using a range of worst case 
scenarios (e.g. highest negative economic impacts in relation to displacement 
from fishing grounds). The Sustainability Appraisal has identified the potential 
impacts of the Plan and the opportunities and constraints associated with 
each of the DPOs identified. 
 
Proposals for development within the Plan Option areas will be subject to 
need for further project-level assessment (including environmental and 
economic impact assessment) which will identify any negative adverse effects 
and required mitigation measures to address these impacts. These project-
level assessments will benefit from a clearer picture regarding the exact 
scale/nature/location of the proposed development and the potential impacts 
resulting from the proposal.  
 
Wider government policies around offshore wind energy, including measures 
around topics such as (but not limited to); skills and employment, supply chain 
and security of energy supplies will consider any potential equalities impacts 
of these policies as required.  
 
In addition, the policies contained in the draft Plan encourage early and 
sustained engagement with communities who may be impacted by 
development within the DPOs. 
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Stage 1: Framing 
 
Results of framing exercise 
 
The planning process has included the preparation of a Sustainability 
Appraisal (including Strategic Environmental Assessment, Habitats 
Regulations Appraisal and Socio Economic Impact Assessment and Regional 
Locational Guidance). Further, the outputs of the scoping consultation 
(undertaken during June – July 2018), further extensive stakeholder 
engagement (undertaken July 2018 – June 2019), Steering Group meetings 
(held in November 2018 and February 2019) and sectoral workshops (held 
March 2018 – February 2019), has been used to support this framing 
exercise. 
 
Extent/Level of  EQIA required  
 
It has been determined that light touch approach to EQIA is required, as 
current evidence shows that the Plan has insignificant potential impacts and 
minimal relevant to equality.  
 
The policies contained in the SMP are intended to safeguard and, where 
possible, improve the Scottish marine area, with the purpose of meeting the 
long term needs of nature and people. The policies contained in the SMP are 
general statements and will have a low impact on those with protected 
characteristics and, therefore, equality. However, the intention is that the Plan 
will have a positive (or at worst neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms will be subject to 
separate equality impact assessments (as required). 
 
Further evidence gathering and engagement, however, will take place as part 
of the formal consultation on the draft SMP (due to commence Autumn 2019, 
for a minimum period of 12 weeks) and this draft EQIA will be published for 
comment. The consultation paper will include the following question: 
 
 
Would you add or change anything in the partial Equality Impact 
Assessment? 
 
  Yes 
  No 
  Don’t know 
 
 Comments (optional) 
 

…………………………………………………….. 
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Stage 2: Data and evidence gathering, involvement and consultation 
 
Demographic information on the population of Scotland: 
General population 
 
Median age: 42 female, 40 male 
Long term health problem or disability: 20% 
Married or in a civil partnership: 45.4% 
Race: BME 4% 
Sex: 51.5% female, 48.5% male 
 
Working age population 
 
Median age: 45-49 
Long term health problem or disability: 15% 
Married or in a civil partnership: 37% 
Race: BME 5.8% 
Sex: 49.6% female, 50.4% male 
 
Employment figures for potentially impacted sectors 
Employment figures for potentially impacted sectors are provided below, however, these figures are not available in a format broken down by 
protected characteristic and instead provide an indication of the numbers of individuals employed by sector. 
 
Fishing - The employment headcount shows 4,799 fishers working on Scottish based vessels (0.2% of the total Scottish labour force) and 6% 
of the marine economy employment.2 Since 2008, employment on Scottish based fishing vessels has fallen 12% (comprised of a decrease of 
14% in regular employment and an increase of 7% in irregular employment). Fraserburgh is the district with the largest number of fishers (753) 
accounting for 16% of the total in 2017 and is the district with the highest number of regularly employed fishers. Shetland had the most 
irregular fishers (202), accounting for 23% of the total fishers in this category. 
 
Overall, employment in fishing accounts for a higher percentage of employment in island communities (Shetland, Orkney, Na h-Eileanan Siar 
local authorities) and in Argyll and Bute, where it exceeds 2% and 1% respectively. 

                                                            
2 Marine Scotland, Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics 2017 (2018). Available at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-sea-fisheries-statistics-2017/pages/5/  
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In addition, the following statistics regarding employment figures for other Scottish marine sectors are available for 2017:-3 
 
Oil and gas support services – 17,800 people (0.72% of the total Scottish employment and 24% of marine economy employment). 
 
Seafood processing – 7,700 people (0.3% of the Scottish employment and 10% of marine economy employment). 
 
Shipbuilding – 7,700 people (0.3% of the Scottish employment and 10% of marine economy employment). 
 
Aquaculture – 2,200 people – 0.09% of Scottish employment and 3% of the marine economy employment. 
 
Construction of water projects and water transport service activities – 4,300 workers, 0.17% of total Scottish employment and 6% of marine 
economy employment. 
 
Marine tourism  - provided employment for 28,300 people (headcount) (Contributing to 1.14% of the total Scottish employment figure). This is 
the largest marine economy employer – accounting for 38% of employment in the marine economy. The figures are headcounts, so whilst 
marine tourism and recreation dominates the marine economy employment figures, the FTE employment will be significantly smaller (given the 
seasonal nature of tourism and recreation and the part time nature of the employment). 
 
Sea and coastal water transport - Passenger transport – 1,100 people – 0.04 of the Scottish employment and 1% of marine economy 
employment. Freight transport – 500 people – 0.02% of the Scottish employment and 1% of the marine economy. 
 
Other impacts 
Conservation -  the potential human impacts arising from enhanced environmental protection can be quantified in terms of personal interest, 
NGO activity and marine environmental/wildlife related business such as wildlife tour operators. No information is available regarding the 
social compositions of such groupings. 
 
Tourism/recreation – there is no information available regarding social composition of persons involved in marine/coastal sports and 
recreational activity, which may be impacted by further offshore wind development in Scottish waters. There is no low level information 
available which identifies the social composition of marine related tourists. 

                                                            
3 Marine Scotland, Scotland’s marine economic statistics 2017 (2018). Available from: https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-marine-economic-statistics-2017/   
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Characteristic4 Evidence gathered and 
Strength/quality of evidence 
 

Source Data gaps identified and action 
taken  

 
AGE 
 

 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping 
documents. Of those who responded, no comments 
suggesting the proposals for the Plan would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by age were received. 
 
We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people from 
different age groups, for example older people or 
younger people. 
 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 
 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic. 

 
DISABILITY 
 

 
The Communication and Engagement Strategy for 
the Plan (and any subsequent revisions) will need to 
take into account potential barriers to involvement, 
for example venue access and accessibility of 
materials. This issue was raised during the 
consultation on the National Marine Plan.5  
 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping 
documents. Of those who responded, no comments 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic. 

                                                            
4 Refer to Definitions of Protected Characteristics document for information on the characteristics 
5 See further, Marine Scotland, National Marine Plan Equality Impact Assessment: Results (2014), page 2. Available online here: 
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0046/00465532.pdf (Last accessed 26/02/2019) 
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suggesting the proposals for the Plan would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by disability were received. 
 
We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people who 
have this protected characteristic.  
 

 
SEX  
 

 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping 
documents. Of those who responded, no comments 
suggesting the proposals for the Plan would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by sex were received. 
 
We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people who 
have this protected characteristic.  
 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 
 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic. 

 
PREGNANCY AND 
MATERNITY 

 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping 
documents. Of those who responded, no comments 
suggesting the proposals for the Plan would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by pregnancy or maternity were 
received. 
 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic. 



 
Draft Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy 
Draft Partial Equalities Impact Assessment 

11 

We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people who 
have this protected characteristic.  
 

 
GENDER 
REASSIGNMENT 

 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping 
documents. Of those who responded, no comments 
suggesting the proposals for the Plan would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by gender reassignment were 
received. 
 
We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people who 
have this protected characteristic.  
 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 
 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic. 

 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping 
documents. Of those who responded, no comments 
suggesting the proposals for the Plan would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by sexual orientation were received. 
 
We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people who 
have this protected characteristic.  
 
 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 
 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic. 
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RACE 

 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping 
documents. Of those who responded, no comments 
suggesting the proposals for the Plan would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by race were received. 
 
We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people who 
have this protected characteristic.  
 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 
 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic.  
 

 
RELIGION OR BELIEF 

 
Pre-consultation: A public consultation 
(supplemented by sectoral workshops) received 39 
responses on the screening and scoping documents 
for the SMP. Of those who responded, no comments 
suggesting the proposals for a SMP would have a 
differential or discriminatory impact against any 
persons defined by religion or belief were received. 
 
We currently have no information to suggest that the 
SMP will have any significant impact on people who 
have this protected characteristic.  
 

 
Pre-consultation 
responses and 
engagement.  
 
A summary of the 
scoping consultation 
and post-scoping 
consultation outputs 
is available here. 

 
The public consultation (due to 
commence late 2019) will be 
used to gather views on potential 
impacts from the SMP on this 
protected characteristic. 

 
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL 
PARTNERSHIP 
(the Scottish Government 
does not require 
assessment against this 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 
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protected characteristic 
unless the policy or 
practice relates to work, 
for example HR policies 
and practices - refer to 
Definitions of Protected 
Characteristics document 
for details) 
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Stage 3: Assessing the impacts and identifying opportunities to promote equality 
 
Having considered the data and evidence you have gathered, this section requires you to consider the potential impacts – negative and 
positive – that your policy might have on each of the protected characteristics.  It is important to remember the duty is also a positive one – 
that we must explore whether the policy offers the opportunity to promote equality and/or foster good relations.   
 
Do you think that the policy impacts on people because of their age? 
 
Age Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 
Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination, 
harassment and 
victimisation 

    
The policies contained in the Plan are intended to 
safeguard and, where possible, improve the Scottish 
marine area, with the purpose of meeting the long term 
needs of nature and people. It is anticipated that these 
policies will be positive for Scotland’s communities, 
however, the policies contained in the Plan are general 
policy statements and will have no differential or 
discriminatory impact(s) on those with protected 
characteristics. 
 
Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 
 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 

   

Promoting good relations 
among and between 
different age groups 
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Do you think that the policy impacts disabled people? 
 
Disability Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 
Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination, 
harassment and 
victimisation 

   Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 
 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 
 

   

Promoting good relations 
among and between 
disabled and non-disabled 
people 
 

   

 
 
Do you think that the policy impacts on men and women in different ways? 
 
Sex  Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 
Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination 
 

   Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 
 

   

Promoting good relations 
between men and women 
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Do you think that the policy impacts on women because of pregnancy and maternity? 
 
Pregnancy and 
Maternity 

Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 

Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination 

   Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 
 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 
 

   

Promoting good relations     

 
Do you think your policy impacts on transsexual people? 
 
Gender reassignment Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 
Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination 

   Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 
 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 

   

Promoting good relations     
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Do you think that the policy impacts on people because of their sexual orientation?  
 
Sexual orientation Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 
Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination 
 

   Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 
 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 
 

   

Promoting good relations     

 
Do you think the policy impacts on people on the grounds of their race? 
 
Race Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 
Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination 
 

   Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 
 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 

   

Promoting good race 
relations 
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Do you think the policy impacts on people because of their religion or belief? 
 
Religion or belief Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 
Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination 
 

   Based on absence of concerns raised in the pre-
consultation exercise, it is considered that there are no 
potential impacts. 
 
It is not anticipated that the Plan itself will directly impact 
on individuals with protected characteristics. However, the 
intention is that the Plan will have a positive (or at worst 
neutral) impact on individuals with protected 
characteristics. Any future implementation mechanisms 
will be subject to separate equality impact assessments 
(as required). 
 

Advancing equality of 
opportunity 

   

Promoting good relations     

 
 
Do you think the policy impacts on people because of their marriage or civil partnership? 
 
Marriage and  
Civil Partnership6 

Positive Negative None Reasons for your decision 

Eliminating unlawful 
discrimination 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

                                                            
6 In respect of this protected characteristic, a body subject to the Public Sector Equality Duty (which includes Scottish Government) only needs to comply 
with the first need of the duty (to eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is prohibited by or under the Equality Act 
2010) and only in relation to work.  This is because the parts of the Act covering services and public functions, premises, education etc. do not apply to that 
protected characteristic.  Equality impact assessment within the Scottish Government does not require assessment against the protected characteristic of 
Marriage and Civil Partnership unless the policy or practice relates to work, for example HR policies and practices. 

 



   

Stage 4:  Decision making and monitoring 
 
Identifying and establishing any required mitigating action 
 
Have positive or negative impacts 
been identified for any of the 
equality groups? 
 
 

The development of the Sectoral Marine Plan 
offers new opportunities to reduce inequalities 
across Scotland. One of the primary objectives 
of the Sectoral Marine Plan is to deliver 
sustainable and inclusive economic growth 
and the Plan includes references to the 
opportunities for supporting the provision of 
fair work and qualify jobs and early and 
sustained engagement with potentially 
impacted communities. 
 
It is not the sole purpose of the Sectoral 
Marine Plan to advance equality of opportunity 
and it is a high-level document which will be 
implemented on a project-level basis.  
 
Based on absence of concerns raised in the 
pre-consultation exercise, it is considered that 
the SMP itself will not directly impact 
individuals with protected characteristics. 
However, the intention is that the Plan will 
have a positive (or at worst neutral) impact on 
individuals with protected characteristics. Any 
future implementation mechanisms will be 
subject to separate equality impact 
assessments (as required). 
 
No 
 

Is the policy directly or indirectly 
discriminatory under the Equality 
Act 20107? 
 

Based on absence of concerns raised in the 
pre-consultation exercise, it is considered that 
the policy is neither directly or indirectly 
discriminatory under the Equality Act 2010. 
 
No 
 

If the policy is indirectly 
discriminatory, how is it justified 
under the relevant legislation? 
 

N/A 

If not justified, what mitigating 
action will be undertaken? 
 

N/A 

 

                                                            
7 See EQIA – Setting the Scene for further information on the legislation. 
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Describing how Equality Impact analysis has shaped the policy making 
process 
 
The Equality Impact analysis has led to the introduction of a question in the 
consultation document on the draft Plan, asking for comments on the EQIA and 
whether any changes are required. 
 
The Equality Impact analysis has also had a bearing on decisions regarding the 
locations for regional and sectoral workshops to be held during the public 
consultation phase (Autumn 2019 – early 2020) and the publication of the draft Plan 
and Sustainability Appraisal, to ensure that the documents are accessible and the 
public are able to participate in the consultation exercise. 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
The outputs of the consultation exercise on the draft Plan and Sustainability 
Appraisal (to be held during Autumn 2019 to early 2020) will be used to review and 
refine this draft EQIA (as appropriate) before the Plan is finalised and adopted. 
 
The Plan, once finalised and adopted, will be subject to iterative plan review, to 
ensure that the Plan remains current and fit-for-purpose. If the Plan is significantly 
updated, it will be subject to further assessment and consultation and further 
consideration of equalities impacts will be undertaken at this time, if required. 
 
The Scottish Government has a zero tolerance approach to discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation and, therefore, whilst the Sectoral Marine Plan does 
not explicitly seek to eliminate such behaviours, we will ensure that any plans, 
policies, strategies or projects that fall from it seek to eliminate unlawful behaviour 
(where appropriate). The Sectoral Marine Plan does not seek to foster good relations 
between people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not, 
however, any plans, projects, strategies or policies which result from the Sectoral 
Marine Plan will seek to foster good relationships. 

 
Stage 5 - Authorisation of EQIA 
 
Please confirm that: 
 

 This Equality Impact Assessment has informed the development of this 
policy: 

 
 Yes   No  
 
 Opportunities to promote equality in respect of age, disability, gender 

reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and 
sexual orientation have been considered, i.e.: 
 

o Eliminating unlawful discrimination, harassment, victimisation; 
o Removing or minimising any barriers and/or disadvantages; 
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o Taking steps which assist with promoting equality and meeting 
people’s different needs; 

o Encouraging participation (e.g. in public life) 
o Fostering good relations, tackling prejudice and promoting 

understanding. 
 
   Yes   No  
 
 

 If the Marriage and Civil Partnership protected characteristic applies to this 
policy, the Equality Impact Assessment has also assessed against the 
duty to eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation in 
respect of this protected characteristic: 

 
 Yes   No  Not applicable  
 

 
 
Declaration 
 
I am satisfied with the equality impact assessment that has been undertaken 
for the Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy and give my 
authorisation for the results of this assessment to be published on the 
Scottish Government’s website. 
 
Name: Helena Gray 
Position: Deputy Director, Marine Scotland 
Authorisation date: 28 November 2019 
 



   

Responding to this Consultation 

We are inviting responses to this consultation by 25 March 2020. 

Please respond to this consultation using the Scottish Government’s consultation 
hub, Citizen Space (http://consult.gov.scot).  

You can access and respond to this consultation online at 
https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/draft-sectoral-marine-plan-for-offshore-
wind/. You can save and return to your responses while the consultation is still open. 
Please ensure that consultation responses are submitted before the closing date of 
25 March 2020. 

If you are unable to respond using our consultation hub, please complete and return 
a copy of the Respondent Information Form to: 

Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy Consultation 
Scottish Government 
Marine Planning and Policy Division 
Area GB North 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 

 
Handling your response 
 
If you respond using the consultation hub, you will be directed to the About You page 
before submitting your response. Please indicate how you wish your response to be 
handled and, in particular, whether you are content for your response to published. If 
you ask for your response not to be published, we will regard it as confidential, and 
we will treat it accordingly. 

All respondents should be aware that the Scottish Government is subject to the 
provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and would therefore 
have to consider any request made to it under the Act for information relating to 
responses made to this consultation exercise. 

If you are unable to respond via Citizen Space, please complete and return the 
Respondent Information Form included in this document.  

To find out how we handle your personal data, please see our privacy policy: 
https://beta.gov.scot/privacy/  
 
Next steps in the process 
 
Where respondents have given permission for their response to be made public, and 
after we have checked that they contain no potentially defamatory material, 
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responses will be made available to the public at http://consult.gov.scot. If you use 
the consultation hub to respond, you will receive a copy of your response via email. 

Following the closing date, all responses will be analysed and considered along with 
any other available evidence to help us. Responses will be published where we have 
been given permission to do so. An analysis report will also be made available. 
 
Comments and complaints 
 
If you have any comments about how this consultation exercise has been conducted, 
please send them to the contact address above or to: 
SectoralMarinePlanning@gov.scot  
 
Scottish Government consultation process 
 
Consultation is an essential part of the policymaking process. It gives us the 
opportunity to consider your opinion and expertise on a proposed area of work. 

You can find all our consultations online: http://consult.gov.scot. Each consultation 
details the issues under consideration, as well as a way for you to give us your 
views, either online, by email or by post. 

Responses will be analysed and used as part of the decision making process, along 
with a range of other available information and evidence. We will publish a report of 
this analysis for every consultation. Depending on the nature of the consultation 
exercise the responses received may: 

● indicate the need for policy development or review 
● inform the development of a particular policy 
● help decisions to be made between alternative policy proposals 
● be used to finalise legislation before it is implemented 

 
While details of particular circumstances described in a response to a consultation 
exercise may usefully inform the policy process, consultation exercises cannot 
address individual concerns and comments, which should be directed to the relevant 
public body 

.



   

 
 
 
 
CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT SECTORAL MARINE PLAN FOR OFFSHORE 
WIND ENERGY 
 
RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM 
 
Please Note this form must be completed and returned with your response. 

To find out how we handle your personal data, please see our privacy policy: 
https://beta.gov.scot/privacy/  
 

Are you responding as an individual or an organisation?   

 Individual 

 Organisation 

Full name or organisation’s name 

Phone number  

Address  

 

Postcode  

Email 

 

The Scottish Government would like your  
permission to publish your consultation  
response. Please indicate your publishing  
preference: 
 

 Publish response with name 

 Publish response only (without name)  

 Do not publish response 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for organisations: 

The option 'Publish response only (without name)’ 
is available for individual respondents only. If this 
option is selected, the organisation name will still 
be published.  

If you choose the option 'Do not publish response', 
your organisation name may still be listed as having 
responded to the consultation in, for example, the 
analysis report. 
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We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams 
who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again 
in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish 
Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise? 

 Yes 

 No 

 


